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M. KASHIWARA AND P. SCHAPIRA, Sheaves on Manifolds, Springer-Verlag, 1990, 512 pp. 
The theory of sheaves now cuts across party lines, and its links with partial differential 
equations and with the beautiful ideas of M. Sato needed a thorough and painstaking exposition. 
This is probably the definitive one for years to come, and represents the Erftilhmg of the 
theory, an awesome treatise whose beauty is not allowed to disappear behind technical 
complexities. 
R. MCKENZIE AND M. VALERIOTE, The Structure of Decidable Locally Finite Varieties, 
Birkhluser, 1989, 212 pp. 
The potential reader may at first be turned off upon learning that this book consists of the 
statement and proof of one theorem of universal algebra (a field that is not popular in certain 
circles). Yet, such a reader should reconsider. The result that is proved here is a major one, 
one that spills over to the rest of mathematics. The authors determine (to a rather detailed 
extent) all decidable varieties of algebras, that is, all algebraic systems defined by identities 
that are decidable. No easy feat; someone should write an exposition of this result for the 
“Mathematical Intelligencer.” 
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